
General Admission Policy
Fairleigh Dickinson University considers
students for admission on the basis of their
ability to successfully undertake both a lib-
eral arts and professional curriculum.

The University reserves the right to
deny admission to any applicant who, in
the judgment of the Admissions Commit-
tee, do not meet minimum admission
requirements or whose presence or con-
duct may impact negatively on its pro-
gram(s). The University also reserves the
right to deny admission to any student 
who engages in conduct deemed by the
University, in its sole discretion, as interfer-
ing with the learning experience or safety
of any person in the University community.

Inquiries regarding programs and
admission should be directed to Ad-
missions Office: Florham Campus, (973)
443-8900 or Metropolitan Campus, (201)
692-7308. 

Matriculated Students
A matriculated student is one who has
been accepted as a candidate for the degree
of Bachelor of Arts, Bachelor of Science,
Associate in Arts or Associate in Science.
These include first-time, full-time freshman
students; transfer students; adult students;
part-time evening and weekend students;
and international students. 

A full-time student is one who carries at
least 12 credits each semester. Only full-
time matriculating students may reside on
campus. A part-time student may enroll for
a maximum of 11 credits each semester.

Undergraduate Freshman
Admission
To be considered for freshman admission,
students must submit a completed Appli-
cation for Undergraduate Admission, a
$50.00 nonrefundable application fee and
an official high school transcript. Stan-
dardized test scores, either Scholastic Apti-
tude Test (SAT) or American College
Testing (ACT), are required in some
instances (contact the Admissions Office
for more information). 

While recommendation letters and a
personal essay are not required as part of
the admission process, the University
reserves the right to request either before
making a final decision on an applicant. 

When to File an Application
Applications for admission may be submit-
ted for the fall semester starting in August,
and the spring semester starting in Sep-
tember. Applications are processed on a
rolling basis until the class is filled. Fair-
leigh Dickinson University also offers an
early decision option with an application
filing deadline of November 15.

Advanced Placement (AP)
Program Policy
Consideration for advanced placement
(AP) credit at Fairleigh Dickinson 
University will be given to students who
have taken college-level courses in a sec-
ondary school or have earned the required
score on the appropriate College Board
Advanced Placement (AP) Examination.

Please note that each academic depart-
ment or school at the University has
established standards related to scores
accepted per the College Board Advanced
Placement (AP) Examination and mini-
mum required scores may vary. 

An official score from the College Board
Advanced Placement (AP) Examination
must be sent to the Office of Admissions
for consideration.

Admission Requirements
1. A candidate must have graduated from
an accredited secondary school or have
received his or her General Educational
Development (GED) Certificate.
2. FDU recommends that a student com-
plete a minimum of 16 academic (college
preparatory) units in high school with a
distribution as follows:

English: 4
College Preparatory Mathematics: 3
History: 2
Laboratory Sciences: 2 (required), 
  3 (recommended)

Foreign Language: 1 (required), 
  2 (recommended)

Electives: 4 (3 should be academic)
In addition to the above requirements,

majors in:
Science or Engineering— Applicants for
majors in biochemistry, chemistry,
 engineering, mathematics, computer sci-
ence or science should have 3 units of col-
lege preparatory mathematics (including
trig onometry) and 2 units of laboratory
science. Applicants for majors in engineer-
ing technology should have 3 units of col-

lege preparatory mathematics (including
algebra and plane geometry) and 2 units of 
science.
3. Standardized test scores are required
in some instances. Contact the Office of
Admissions for more information.

Transfer Students and
Advanced Standing
These students have graduated from an
accredited secondary school and have
completed 24 or more college-credit hours
at an accredited post-secondary institution
other than Fairleigh Dickinson University.

While a personal interview is not
required, the University reserves the right
to request an interview before making a
final decision on an applicant. A candidate
for admission is encouraged to make a per-
sonal appointment with an admissions
counselor in order to discuss admission eli-
gibility and education plans.

When to File an Application
1. Applications for admission may be sub-
mitted for the fall or spring semesters.
2. Applications for admission are processed
on a rolling basis; therefore, students are
encouraged to apply early to allow ample
time to complete the application process.

Admission Requirements
Transfer applicants must submit official
transcripts from all colleges and universi-
ties attended. Students who have attended
less than 24 credits must submit a high
school transcript. 

An evaluation of previous academic
work will be made in accordance with the
following policy:
a. Students with an Associate in Arts
(A.A.) or an Associate in Science (A.S.)
Degree — All credits earned at a college
from which a student received an associate
degree will be evaluated for transfer to Fair-
leigh Dickinson University degree pro-
grams. Course work in which grades of A
through C have been earned will be consid-
ered for transfer. Grades of C- or D may
only be eligible for transfer to nonmajor
courses.

A maximum of 64 credits will be trans-
ferred from two-year associate degree pro-
grams, and a maximum of 90 credits will
be transferred from four-year baccalaure-
ate degree programs. No more than 90
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credits may be transferred in total from
any previous undergraduate experience. 

Students with credits earned beyond
their associate degree in a four-year bacca -
laureate degree program may have courses
with grades of A through C evaluated for
transfer. Grades below C (C- through F)
will not be accepted for transfer.
b. Students without an Associate in
Arts (A.A.) or an Associate in Science
(A.S.) Degree — Courses from regionally
accredited institutions will be evaluated for
transfer if they are applicable to Fairleigh
Dickinson University degree programs and
grades of A through C have been earned.
Grades below C (C- through F) will not be
accepted for transfer.
c. Students with Credits Earned
Toward a Bachelor of Arts (B.A.) or
Bachelor of Science (B.S.) Degree —
Only grades of A through C are trans ferable.
d. Students from Nonregionally
Accredited Institutions — Qualified stu-
dents from other than regionally accredited
institutions may request consideration for
admission on the basis of successful past
academic performance.

Articulation Agreements
Fairleigh Dickinson University has articu-
lation agreements with a number of New
Jersey community colleges. Prospective
community college transfer students are
encouraged to contact the transfer coun-
selor at their community college for more
information or call the FDU Admissions
Office at (800) 338-8803.

Grades and Grade Points
For new students, transfer credits will not
be computed in the cumulative grade point
ratio (CGPR) earned at Fairleigh Dickin-
son University. 

Residency Requirement/Time
Limit on Degree Completion
A transfer student may receive credit for
either formal course work or may be con-
sidered for credit through proficiency
examination to the extent that the credits
transferred do not circumvent existing
University policy re quiring a minimum of
30 credits in residence including at least 50
percent of the credits required for the
major. In those in stances in which only the
minimum number of credits are completed
at Fairleigh Dickinson University, they
must be taken in a time sequence equivalent
to the seventh- and eighth-semester stand-
ing of the baccalaureate study.

Any course work completed more 
than 10 years before the projected date 
of the degree conferrence (including work
for which credit is transferred from anoth-
er college) shall be evaluated for its curren-
cy. Where it is deemed appropriate, the
department will design a course of study to
familiarize the student with more recent
developments. The individual program will
be outlined in writing to the student.

Undergraduate 
Adult Admissions
Adult students are 25 years of age or older,
who are interested in obtaining a bache-
lor’s or associate’s degree, a credit-based
certificate or who wish to take courses for
personal enrichment or professional devel-
opment.

In response to the special needs of the
adult learner, FDU offers two-year and
four-year traditional and nontraditional
academic degree programs, certificate pro-
grams and noncredit courses.

Adults can pursue full-time or part-time
studies, choosing from a selection of day,
evening, weekend, offsite and online class-
es, as part of the traditional or nontradi-
tional term programs. Students can enroll
as matriculating (degree seeking), nonde-
gree, auditing or as noncredit students.

Student support services that offer
extended hours are available in such areas
as advising, academic resources and career
planning. Trained personnel are ready to
assist the adult throughout his/her pro-
gram of study at FDU.

Opportunities for adult learners to earn
academic credit include the University’s
Portfolio Assessment of experiential learn-
ing or “life/work experience” equal to col-
lege-level learning. After completion of six
credits or two courses at FDU, adults can
pursue experiential-learning credit by first
attending a portfolio workshop that ex-
plains the program’s format and process
that could result in up to 30 academic
credits.

Other credit options available for adult
learners include: FDU Challenge Exams,
CLEP, TECEP, Excelsior College exams,
DSSTs, JSTs, NYU Language Proficiency
Exams, ACE College Credit Recommenda-
tion Service Awards, FDU expert evaluated
Corollary College Credit Recommenda-
tions for law enforcement, CPR and EMT
(Basic and/or Paramedic). Professional
certificate programs may also yield acade-
mic credit, such as FDU’s Paralegal Stud-

ies, Certified Financial Planning and Pro-
fessional Human Resources. 

To apply for admissions, adult students
should complete the Fairleigh Dickinson
University Adult and Part-time Application
for Undergraduate Admissions and submit
it with a $50.00 application fee. Adult
applicants who are 25 years of age or older
are required to provide the appropriate
high school and/or college documents as
outlined in the Admission Requirements
section that follows.

To be considered for freshman admis-
sion, students must submit a completed
Application for Undergraduate Admission,
a $50.00 nonrefundable application fee and
an official high school transcript. Standard-
ized test scores, either Scholastic Aptitude
Test (SAT) or American College Testing
(ACT), are required in some instances (con-
tact the Admissions Office for more infor-
mation). 

While recommendation letters and a per-
sonal essay are not required as part of the
admission process, the University reserves
the right to request either before making a
final decision on an applicant. 

Students who are 25 years of age or
older; or a veteran, who has graduated high
school and served in any of the armed
forces of the United States military for two
years or more prior to their intended term
of enrollment, are not required to provide
an SAT or ACT score. The University, how-
ever, reserves the right to request additional
information and supporting documents and
to require further assessments, including an
interview or an internal assessment. Contact
the Office of Admissions. Applicants who
desire guidance during the admissions
process are encouraged to request admis-
sions counseling.

For more information or to request an
admissions counseling appointment, please
write, call or email: 
Office of Undergraduate Adult and 
Part-time Admissions
Fairleigh Dickinson University
1000 River Road, H-DH3-10
Teaneck, New Jersey 07666
(201) 692-2551 
Achieve@fdu.edu
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When to File an Application
1. The Fairleigh Dickinson University
Adult and Part-time Application for Under -
graduate Admissions may be submitted for
the fall semester, spring semester, summer
sessions, January winter session, trimester
or eight-week terms.
2. Applications for admission are pro -
cessed on a rolling basis and students may
apply at any time prior to the start of class-
es. However, adult students are encour-
aged to apply early to allow ample time to
complete the application process.

Admission Requirements
Adult students who are 25 years of age or
older may apply for admission to the Uni-
versity based on a high school diploma or
the equivalent. Adult students who have
previously attended an accredited college
or university and have earned 24 or more
credits are considered to be transfer stu-
dents.

To apply for admission as a matriculat-
ing student (degree-seeking), the applicant
should complete the Fairleigh Dickinson
University Adult and Part-time Application
for Undergrad uate Admissions and submit
it to the Office of Undergraduate Adult
and Part-time Admissions with the $50.00
application fee. An official copy of the
applicant’s academic transcript should be
forwarded to the University by the appli-
cant’s high school and/or college(s). If the
applicant obtained a General Equivalency
Diploma (GED), a copy of the diploma
and score sheet should be forwarded to the
Office of Undergraduate Adult and Part-
time Admissions. 

Students who are 25 years of age or
older; or a veteran, who has graduated
high school and served in any of the armed
forces of the United States military for two
years or more prior to their intended term
of enrollment, are not required to provide
an SAT or ACT score. The University,
however, reserves the right to request addi-
tional information and supporting docu-
ments and to require further assessments,
including an interview or an internal assess-
ment. Contact the Office of Admissions.

A student who wishes to enroll in credit
courses without seeking admission to a
degree program may apply as a nondegree
student. To apply for admission as a non-
degree student, the applicant should com-
plete the Fairleigh Dickinson University
Adult and Part-time Application for 
Undergraduate Admissions and submit 

it to the Office of Undergraduate Adult
and Part-time Admissions with the
$50.00 application fee and copy of a high
school diploma or the equivalent. If the
student has attended college, an unofficial
transcript is requested. Students admitted
under this status generally fall into the fol-
lowing categories:
1. Students who need additional courses to
satisfy admission requirements to profes-
sional and graduate schools.
2. Students who intend to apply for a
degree program but are unable to provide
all the required documentation prior to
registration for classes.
3. Students who wish to take courses for
professional development and/or personal
enrichment. 
4. Applicants currently on the roster of
another college who must apply as a visit-
ing student. 

Nondegree students are expected to
maintain good academic standing, i.e., a
minimum 2.00 grade point ratio. Upon
completion of 16 credits, eligibility to con-
tinue as a nondegree student will be deter-
mined.

A nondegree student who wishes to
apply for degree candidate status must ful-
fill all of the University’s matriculation
standards.
Adult students who wish to enroll in

noncredit courses and noncredit certifi-
cate programs should call the Office of
Con tinu ing Education at (201) 692-6500.

Part-time Evening, 
Weekend and Online 
College Students
Part-time evening, weekend and online 
students should complete the Fairleigh
Dickinson University Adult and Part-time
Application for Undergraduate Admission
and submit it with a $50.00 nonrefundable
application fee.

Students who are 25 years of age or
older; or a veteran, who has graduated
high school and served in any of the armed
forces of the United States military for two
years or more prior to their intend-ed term
of enrollment, are not required to provide
an SAT or ACT score. The University, how-
ever, reserves the right to request addition-
al information and supporting documents
and to require further assessments, includ-
ing an interview or an internal assessment.
Contact the Office of Admissions. A candi-
date for admission can make a  personal

appointment with an admissions counselor
in order to discuss  admission eligibility and
choice of edu cational program. Call the
Office of Undergraduate Adult and Part-
time Admissions at (201) 692-2551.

When to File an Application
1. Applications for admission may be
submitted for the fall semester, spring
semester, summer sessions, January winter
session, trimester or eight-week terms.
2. Applications for admission are pro -
cessed on a rolling basis, and students may
apply at any time prior to the start of class-
es. However, part-time students are encour -
aged to apply early to allow ample time to
complete the application process.
3. Programs of study are included in a tra-
ditional or nontraditional program track.
See Academic Calendars for details (pages
4 and 5).

Admission Requirements
Students who intend to enroll in classes on
a part-time, evening, weekend and online
basis may apply for admission to the Uni-
versity based on a high school diploma or
the equivalent. Students who have previ-
ously attended an accredited college or
university and have earned 24 or more
credits are considered to be transfer stu-
dents.

To apply for admission as a matri-culat-
ing student (degree-seeking), the applicant
should complete the Fairleigh Dickinson
University Adult and Part-time Application
for Undergraduate Admission and submit
it to the Office of Undergraduate Adult
and Part-time Admissions with the $50.00
application fee. An official copy of the
applicant’s academic transcript should be
forwarded to the University by the appli-
cant’s high school and/or college(s) and
include official transcripts from all col-
leges/universities. If the applicant obtained
a General Equivalency Diploma (GED), a
copy of the diploma and score sheet should
be forwarded to the Office of Undergradu-
ate Adult and Part-time Admissions. Stu-
dents who are 25 years of age or older; or
a veteran, who has graduated high school
and served in any of the armed forces of
the United States military for two years or
more prior to their intended term of enroll-
ment, are not required to provide an SAT
or ACT score. The University, however,
reserves the right to request additional
information and supporting documents
and to require further assessments, includ-
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ing an interview or an internal assessment.
Contact the Office of Admissions.

A student who wishes to enroll in credit
courses without seeking admission to a
degree program may apply as a nondegree
student. To apply for admission as a non-
degree student, the applicant should com-
plete the Fairleigh Dickinson University
Adult and Part-time Application for Under -
graduate Admissions. Submit to the Office
of Undergraduate Adult and Part-time
Admissions with the $50.00 application
fee and an unofficial copy of a high school
diploma or the equivalent. If the student
has attended college, an unofficial tran-
script is requested. Students admitted
under this status generally fall into the fol-
lowing categories:
1. Students who need additional courses to
satisfy admissions requirements to profes-
sional and graduate schools.
2. Students who intend to apply for a
degree program but are unable to provide
all the required documentation prior to
registration for classes.
3. Students who wish to take courses for
professional development and/or personal
enrichment. 
4. Applicants currently on the roster of
another college, who must apply as a visit-
ing student. 

Nondegree students are expected to
main tain good academic standing, i.e., a
minimum 2.00 grade point ratio. Upon
com pletion of 16 credits, eligibility to con-
tinue as a nondegree student will be deter-
mined.

A nondegree student who wishes to
apply for degree candidate status must 
fulfill all of the University’s matriculation
standards.

Students who wish to enroll in non-
credit courses and noncredit certificate
programs should call the Office of Con -
tinu ing Education at (201) 692-6500.

International Students 
Inquiries regarding admission should be
sent to:
Office of International Admissions
1000 River Road, T-KB1-01
Teaneck, New Jersey 07666, U.S.A.
Telephone: +1-201-692-2205
Fax: +1-201-692-2560
Email: global@fdu.edu

Applicants may apply online at
www.fdu.edu/apply.

Admission
International students who are seeking
admission to any undergraduate program
must submit their application and official
supporting documents to the Office of
International Admissions. 

An I-20 or DS-2019 form will be
issued, under the guidelines established by
the United States Department of Home-
land Security U.S. Citizenship and Immi-
gration Services (USCIS), to international
students who have been accepted for full-
time study and have submitted all the re-
quired documents. International students
holding an F-1 or J-1 visa must enroll as
full-time matriculated students taking a
minimum of 12 credits each regular semes-
ter. 

When to File an Application
Applications for admission for the fall
should be filed no later than July 1. Spring-
semester applications should be filed no
later than December 1. International stu-
dents enrolling on an F-1 or J-1 student
visa must meet all admission criteria to be
accepted as full-time undergraduate stu-
dents and must register for at least 12
credit hours each semester (excluding
summer) to maintain student-visa status.

Admission Requirements
International students must submit:
1. To be considered for freshman admis-
sion, students must submit a completed
Application for Undergraduate Admission,
a $50.00 nonrefundable application fee
and an official high school transcript. 
Standardized test scores, either Scholastic
Aptitude Test (SAT) or American College
Testing (ACT), are required in some
instances (contact the Admissions Office
for more information). While recommen-
dation letters and a personal essay are not
required as part of the admission process,
the University reserves the right to request
either before making a final decision on an
applicant.
2. Applications for admission may be sub-
mitted for the fall semester starting in
August, and the spring semester starting in
September. Applications are processed on
a rolling basis until the class is filled. Fair-
leigh Dickinson University also offers an
early decision option with an application
filing deadline of November 15. 
3. Proof of English proficiency:

• Students whose native language is not
English are required to submit at least one
official test report with a minimum score of:

— TOEFL (Test of English as a For-
eign Language): IBT-79, CBT-213 or
PBT-550 

or
— IELTS (International English 

Language Testing System): overall band
6.0 

or
— SAT Evidence-based Reading

and Writing: 480 or higher 
or

— Pearsons: PTE 53.
• Undergraduate applicants who meet

the University’s academic requirements for
the major of their choice and who have an
intermediate level of English proficiency
may be considered for admission to the
Pre-University Program (PUP). The 
English level required for PUP admission is
determined by the following:

— TOEFL IBT score from 60–78
— IELTS overall band score of 5.5
— An ELS Language Center Certificate

of Completion of Level 110 of the English
for Academic Purposes

PUP students take academic courses
while improving their English-language
skills, earning up to 11 credits toward their
bachelor’s degree.

• Students who are unable to meet the
University’s minimum English-proficiency
requirement may apply for the intensive
English language program provided by the
ELS Language Centers on the University’s
Metropolitan Campus (www.els.edu). The
University offers conditional admission
consideration for most undergraduate
major programs. 

• The University requires that all inter-
national students be tested at orientation
to determine if additional English language
and/or mathematics study is required. Test
results may indicate further study is need-
ed in English, English for Professional Suc-
cess or mathematics developmental
courses.
4. All international students applying for an
F-1 or J-1 visa must provide evidence of
financial support equal to the full cost of one
academic year by submitting the Affidavit of
Financial Support and a bank statement
dated within the past six months.
5. All enrolling students are required to
provide a course-by-course evaluation of
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all academic course work completed out-
side the United States issued by an evalua-
tion service accredited by NACES, The
National Association of Credential Evalua-
tion Services (see www.naces.org).

Nondegree  Students
A student who wishes to enroll in credit
courses without matriculating for a degree
may apply as a nondegree student.

The applicant must file a Fairleigh
Dickinson University Adult and Part-time
Application for Undergraduate Admission
with the $50.00 nonrefundable fee and a
copy of an unofficial high school diploma
or the equivalent. If the student has attend-
ed college, an unofficial transcript is
requested.

Students admitted under this status
generally fall into the following categories:
1. Students who need additional courses to
satisfy admissions requirements to profes-
sional and graduate schools.
2. Students who wish to take courses for
professional development and/or personal
enrichment.

Nondegree students must have prereq-
uisites for courses and are expected to 
maintain good academic standing, i.e., a
minimum 2.00 grade point ratio. Upon
completion of 16 credits, eligibility to con-
tinue as a nondegree student will be deter-
mined.

A nondegree student who wishes to
change to degree candidate status must fulfill
all the University’s matriculation standards.

Auditors
An auditor is a student who completes all
registration requirements but does not
have any record kept of attendance or aca-
demic work. No grade is given for the
course audited. A student taking a course(s)
as an auditor waives all rights to take that
course(s) for credit in the present or in the
future. Applicants seeking to register as
auditors must submit an Adult and Part-
time Application for Undergraduate
Admission and evidence of graduation
from a secondary school. If college was
attended, an unofficial transcript must be
submitted. Upon admission, an Audit
Form provided is to be completed with fac-
ulty signature(s) and/or a copy of faculty
approval(s) then submitted to the Office of
Enrollment Services for registration. Spe-
cial, reduced auditor charges apply. See
Registration, Tuition and Billing Informa-
tion (pages 23–24).

Credit for Prior Learning
In addition to previous college credit
accepted in transfer, the University pro-
vides three distinct options that allow qual-
ified students to receive academic credit
for “experiential learning”:

• Credit by examination;
• Credit for professional study and cer-

tification; and
• Credit for experiential learning

through portfolio assessment.

Credit by Examination
A number of nationally recognized educa -
tional organizations offer proficiency
examinations in a wide range of subjects,
including composition and literature, histo-
ry and social sciences, science and mathe-
matics, business, foreign languages and
more.

Proficiency examination credit may be
awarded for the College Level Examina-
tion Program (CLEP); Excelsior College
Exams; the New York University Proficien-
cy Examinations in Foreign Language; 
De fense Activity for Non-traditional Edu-
cation Support (DSST); the Thomas Edi-
son College Examination Program (TECEP);
and Fairleigh Dickinson University Chal-
lenge Examinations.

Students enrolled at Fairleigh Dickin-
son University must obtain autho rization
forms and the required signature for
approval to take specific tests from the
Office of Enrollment Services. 

Proficiency examinations may be used
as substitutes for particular FDU courses,
and credit toward degree requirements may
be awarded by completion of approved
examinations. These approved examina-
tions, minimum acceptable scores and
course equivalencies are designated on a
list maintained in the Office of Enroll-
ment Services and the Academic Advis-
ing Office. Students considering this
option should consult with their academ-
ic adviser or the Academic Advising
Office to determine the suitability of par-
ticular proficiency examinations to their
major.

Acceptance of all proficiency tests is
contingent upon the following provisions:
1. Up to 33 credits may be awarded toward
some baccalaureate degrees;
2. All proficiency examinations must be
taken before completion of the student’s
first 64 credits and applied toward those
64 credits only. Exceptions can be made
for students transferring in with 32 credits
or more;

3. If the proficiency examination duplicates 
previous course work, credits will not 
be awarded. Credits earned through the
proficiency examinations are not included
in the cumulative grade point ratio.
4. Transfer students may apply proficiency 
credits earned at institutions other than
FDU to an FDU degree program. Official
documentation is requested at the time of
admission.
5. Failed courses taken at FDU cannot be
replaced through proficiency examinations.

Credit for Professional Study
and Certification
Students who have completed formal
training or professional development pro-
grams conducted by business, the military,
law enforcement and public safety, govern-
ment agencies or other organizations may
be eligible to receive college credit if those
organizations participate in the American
Council on Education’s (ACE) Credit 
Program or the National College Credit
Recommendation Service (National
CCRS).

Students interested in receiving ACE 
or National CCRS credit should submit
transcripts to the Office of Admissions
(new students) or check with their acade-
mic adviser to determine if such credit 
is applicable to their degree program (con-
tinuing students). Students may request a
copy of their ACE transcript by calling the
American Council on Education Transcript
Service at (202) 939-9434. Students may
contact National CCRS at (518) 486-
2070.

Except for the Silberman College of
Business, 6 undergraduate credits may be
granted for Peace Corps volunteers (over-
seas service) and for VISTA (Volunteers 
in Service to America). 

Additional credit may be granted at the
discretion of the University. 

Credit for Experiential 
Learning through Portfolio
Assessment
Portfolio assessment provides an opportu-
nity for adult students to receive credit for
experiential learning and apply it to their
college program of study. The academic
assessment of experiential learning is rigor-
ous, and there are no guarantees as to the
outcome. It is important to note that col-
lege credit is not given for experience but
rather for documented learning that is
equivalent to Fairleigh Dickinson Universi-
ty courses. A maximum of 30 credits may
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be earned. Students should consult their
academic advisers to determine how these
credits may apply to their degree pro-
grams. Students must successfully com-
plete 6 credits of academic study at the
University before they may participate in
the portfolio assessment process.

Credit for experiential learning is
awarded based on a comprehensive port -
folio assessment process, which includes: 
1. Approval by an academic adviser for
placement of credits to be reviewed via
portfolio assessment (Application for
Approval). For further information, stu-
dents should contact their major adviser or
the Academic Advisement Center at the
Metropolitan Campus at (201) 692-2339
or the Florham Campus at (973) 443-8753.
2. Participation in a Portfolio Workshop.
3. Submission of a completed portfolio
based on current policies and procedures.

For information about the portfolio
assessment process and to register for the
Portfolio Workshop, call the Office of Con-
tinuing Studies, Office of Adult Education,
at (201) 692-7153/6500.

Readmission
Students requesting readmission to the
University must submit a Fairleigh Dickin-
son University Application for Readmis-
sion to the Office of Undergraduate Adult
and Part-time Admissions. The application
is available in the Office of Enrollment
Services, the Office of Undergraduate
Adult and Part-time Admissions and the
Office of International Admissions.

If the candidate has attended another
educational institution since Fairleigh
Dickinson University, the student is con-
sidered a returning transfer student and
must contact the Office of Undergraduate
Ad missions (if planning to attend on a full-
time basis) or the Office of Undergraduate
Adult and Part-time Admissions (if plan-
ning to attend on a part-time basis) or
the Office of International Admissions
and submit the appropriate applica-
tion(s). Official transcripts from all col-
leges and universities attended since
leaving FDU must be submitted. Note:
Standard admission requirements apply
to the returning transfer student.

Readmitted students will be governed
by the Undergraduate Studies Bulletin
issued for the year of readmission and 
will be subject to the current admission 
requirements. Readmission is determined

by the department, school or college of the
major area of study based on last atten-
dance.

When a student returns to FDU after
an absence of seven years or more, credit
will not be recognized for courses in the
student’s major in which the student has
previously received a grade of less than C
(2.00). In addition, a student returning
after a seven-year absence may opt, in writ-
ing, not to receive credit for any nonmajor
courses in which the student has earned a
grade of less than C (2.00). In that event,
such courses will not be counted in the
computation of the grade point ratio.

Students requesting readmission after
withdrawal, suspension and/or dismissal
will require additional review.

Summer Sessions
Many on-campus, off-campus and online
courses are offered during the summer
months. 

Students may register for a maximum of
6 credits per summer session. Exceptions
can be granted on a case-by-case basis.

Regular degree and nondegree students
can attend summer sessions (see section for
Admission Requirements pages 11–14).

Students from other institutions must
file a Fairleigh Dickinson University Appli-
cation for Visiting College Students along
with a $50.00 application fee.

Note: An unofficial transcript from the
home institution is needed to complete the
admissions process. A complimentary tran-
script will be sent to the home campus
upon completion of the summer term.

Policy on Basic Skills
 Testing and Placement
Florham Campus
Students at the Florham Campus are
placed in English and mathematics courses
according to SAT scores and high school
grade point average.

Metropolitan Campus
In order to place students in the writing
and mathematics courses appropriate to
their abilities, all undergraduates, including
international students, must participate in
basic skills testing.

These tests, administered by the Acade-
mic Resource Center (http://view2.fdu.
edu/metropolitan-campus/center-for-
academic-student-services/academic-
resource-center/) at the Metropolitan Cam-
pus, are required of

1. all new freshmen,
2. all transfer students who have not com-
pleted the equivalent of ENWR1001 and a
minimum of one course in mathematics
(depending on college requirement) and
3. all other students who plan to pursue a
degree program.

Basic skills tests should be taken prior
to the start of a student’s first semester
with FDU.

Developmental course work in English
and/or mathematics must be completed
before a student may enroll in a college-
level course in these disciplines. It is rec-
ommended that students complete all
developmental course work (ENWR0098,
ENWR0099; MATH0298) in their first
semester.

Admissions
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